INTO BATTLE
during the winter evenings. Far-reaching measures are being
taken to safeguard the health of the people under these novel
and primordial conditions. Widespread organisation and relief
to those whose homes are smitten is already in being and is expanding
and improving every day. All these matters will be unfolded at
length, some in public, some in private session, by the Ministers
responsible for the various branches of action.
There is one scheme, however, upon which I must say a word
to-day. The diminution of the damage done by blind bombing
from what we had expected before the war, in the figures that I
gave the House in the opening passage of my speech, enable us
to take an enormous step forward in spreading the risk over the
property of all classes, rich and poor. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer, as I indicated a month ago, is preparing, and in fact has
virtually completed the preparation of, a Bill for nation-wide
compulsory insurance against damage to property from the enemy's
fire. Immediate needs of food and shelter are already provided
for, so is loss of life and limb as far as it is possible for human beings
to be compensated for such calamities, but why should we have the
whole value of the buildings of the country simultaneously and
universally discounted and discredited by the shadow of a sporadic
sky vulture f Such a course would be financially improvident and
also fiscally inane. An appropriate charge levied on the capital
value of buildings and structures of all kinds will provide a fund
from which, supplemented if need be by a State subvention,
everyone can be made sure that compensation for his house and
home and place of business will be paid to him in one form or another
at the end of the war, if not sooner, and that, where necessity
arises in the intervening period, means of carrying on will not be
withheld. We also propose to provide insurance against the risk
of war damage for all forms of moveable property, such as industrial
plant, machinery, household effects and other personal possessions
which are not at present protected by insurance. This will also
be retrospective,
As I see it, we must so arrange that, when any district is smitten
by bombs which are flung about at utter random, strong, mobile
forces will descend on the scene in power and mercy to conquer the
flames, as they have done, to rescue sufferers, provide them with
food and shelter, to whisk them away to places of rest and refuge,
and to place in their hands leaflets which anyone can understand
to reassure them that they have not lost all, because all will share
their material loss, and in sharing it, sweep it away. These schemes
and measures, pursued on the greatest scale and with fierce energy,
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